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Editor’s Corner President’s Message
Alecia Bellgrove

Welcome back to the ASPAB newsletter 
for 2010, and thanks again to Kyatt 
for his wonderful productions.  We 
have had another fruitful year with 
two new life memberships (Margaret 

Kyatt Dixon

Do we have an exciting 
year ahead of us or 
what!

Following the very 
successful meeting in 
Townsville, our Western Australian counterparts 
have agreed to hold the 2010 conference in their 
beautiful backyard playground, Rottnest Island. I 
would sincerely like to thank Di Walker, John Huisman 
and Kieryn Kilminster for generously donating their 
time to organise the meeting, which I am sure will 
be one to remember. Having recently visited Western 
Australia for the first time, diving along the southwest 
coast and around Rottnest with my sister (and ASPAB 
member) Rainbo, I can vouch for its spectacular algal 
flora, and I am very much looking forward to revisiting 
Rottnest’s enchanting underwater gardens.

I would also like to thank Fred for representing the 
Australian branch of ASPAB at last years Science 
meets Parliament meeting, and for providing valuable 
insights into this rare and valuable opportunity to 
spruik the importance of Australian phycology to 
politicians. And thanks also to our ever hard-working 
committee for putting together the nuts and bolts 
of the newsletter and keeping everything running 
smoothly.

I hope you all enjoy this edition of the ASPAB 
newsletter, with something in it for everyone. Read 
about stories from the subantarctic seas and the 
mangroves of Central America while snacking on 
some freshly baked dulse bread or get to know one of 
our newest honorary life members while reminiscing 
about the fun times had in Townsville at the 2009 
conference. 

As always, please keep the ASPAB newsletter in mind 
when interesting events arise. Your contributions 
are essential for the continued distribution of the 
newsletter.

And now, check out our new facebook group at: 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=info&ref=se
arch&gid=322398635175

Clayton & Di Walker), website redevelopment by Erasmo, 
new publication awards announced, some wonderful 
notecards produced, student travel grants awarded and 
a successful conference in Townsville (details are in the 
AGM report), to mention a few highlights.

Unfortunately because of the political situation in Fiji 
we were forced to change the 2009 conference plans 
and our thanks again to the Townsville crew for stepping 
in at relatively late notice.  We have again had a little 
uncertainty about the plans for the 2010 conference but 
we are happy to now announce that the 2010 conference 
will be held at Rottnest Island (get your accommodation 
booked early!) AND the 2011 conference will be hosted 
by John Beardall and co in Melbourne (or surrounds).  We 
are trying to keep the ASPAB conference to November 
to allow members to anticipate and plan for the 
conference, potentially before official announcements, 
but also to meet our requirement to hold the AGM by the 
end of November, whilst also working around teaching 
commitments.  We are also hoping to be able to continue 
to plan conferences two years in advance, to allow plenty 
of time for organisers as well as for members to plan 
to attend.  So please think about whether you are in a 
position to host the 2012 conference as we will be seeking 
nominations at the Rottnest Island conference.

And finally, thanks again to Judy Broom for taking over 
the reins while I am enjoying my maternity leave.  But as 
Issa is, unbelievably, now approaching 9 months I will be 
back on deck before I know it (actually late June).
Happy reading…
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ASPAB AGM
Townsville QLD
Thursday, November 12, 2009

Minutes taken by: Joe Zuccarello
Attendees: Joe Zuccarello, Phil Orr, Judy Broom, John 
Runcie, Alan Millar, Leanne Sparrow, Sutinee Sinutok, 
Shauna Murray, Joanna Kain (Jones), Roger Huerlimann, Di 
Walker, Kirsten Heimann, Saskia De Jong, John Beardall, 
Lesley Rhodes.
Meeting Chaired by Judy Broom (Vice-Pres)

Apologies: Rocky De Nys, Alecia Bellgrove, Martina Doblin, 
Erasmo Macaya Horta, Kyatt Dixon, Fred Gurgel, Prue 
Francis, Jacqui Pocklington, Wendy Nelson, Tracy Farr

Minutes from previous AGM. Amended- add apologies 
from Phil Orr, some spelling mistakes. Minutes accepted: 
Alan M and seconded Joe Z.

Presidents Report from Alecia B. Read out. Tabled and 
accepted by all.

Treasurers report presented for AUS chapter by Jo Kain, 
and NZ report from Tracy Farr, read out and presented. 

Highlight: 53 AUS members and 30 NZ members.
Phil Orr suggested that foreign members should be directed 
to the NZ chapter and not pay the FASTS payment.
Reports accepted.

Election of Officers:
Executive council: All present members re-nominated, 
positions accepted and seconded.
Alecia Bellgrove: President
Judy Broom: Vice-president
Martina Doblin: Secretary
Jo Kain: Treasurer (AUS)
Tracy Farr: Treasurer (NZ)

Non-executive council members.
Phil Orr brought up the point that he thought the 
numbers were too large to work efficiently, and maybe 
unconstitutional.
Judy B. said the membership seems to be working well. 
The constitution was looked at and no limit to council 
members numbers was found.
Motion was proposed on the number of council members 
remaining at 6. 14 for, 3 against, motion accepted.

All previous council members were willing to be re-
nominated. Two new nominees were advanced. Alan 
Millar and Roger Huerliman (student). 
The 8 nominees were listed and a vote taken (all members 
voted for 6 of the 8 nominees- Erasmo M, Kyatt D, Joe Z, 
Fred G, Prue F, Jacqui P, Alan M, Roger H).
The new council is : Erasmo Macaya (continuing as 
webmaster), Kyatt Dixon (continuing as newsletter 
editor), Joe Z, Fred Gurgel, Alan Millar, Roger Huerliman 
(student representative).

Phil Orr brought the issue of the licensing of the ASPAB.
org name. He has been personally paying for the license 
renewal and is willing to continue to as a gift to ASPAB. 
He was thanked by all the members.

The next meeting.
It was proposed that Fred Gurgel be approached to host 
the meeting in 2010 in Adelaide.
Di Walker suggested that WA would be possible for 2011 
(and as a back-up for 2010)
John Beardall also suggested that Melbourne could be 
available in 2011.

Meeting closed.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

ASPAB President’s Report AGM 
2009, Townsvile

Dr Alecia Bellgrove

Presidency

I’d like to thank Judy Broom for picking up the reins of 
the presidency when I went on maternity leave in June.  
The plans for this were put in place during the APPF 
before I nominated for president and it is pleasing that 
we have achieved a relatively smooth transition.  I will 
resume to work from 22nd June 2010.

Memberships still going strong!

Australia:    60 members 
NZ:     30 members 

Dues are payable from July 1 each year. Please 
check with Jo (Aust) or Tracy (NZ and elsewhere) if 
you are unsure of your financial status

Congratulations

This year the executive committee has voted to award 
two of our retiring members lifetime membership 
in recognition of their significant contributions to 
phycology and aquatic botany in Australasia and 
beyond, for their founding and ongoing contributions 
to ASPAB and for their training and mentoring of many 
phycologists and aquatic botanists that have gone on 
to careers in academia, natural resource management 
and elsewhere.  We congratulate Prof Margaret Clayton 
and Prof Di Walker on their remarkable careers and 
wish them well earned rest and relaxation in their 
retirement; but also look forward to their continued 
involvement in ASPAB.

This now brings our lifetime members to five, and I 
think it is interesting and significant that, in a male 
dominated field, four of our lifetime members are 
women.  I think this demonstrates that the careers and 
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contributions of these four women are all the more 
significant given the challenges and obstacles they 
have faced along the way. We younger (particularly 
female) phycologists and aquatic botanists owe a lot 
to these women for helping to pave the way for us!

ASPAB Prize for Publication Excellence

ASPAB has introduced a new prize: the ASPAB 
Prize for Publication Excellence is to acknowledge 
outstanding contributions by our members made to 
phycology and aquatic botany. The prizes will be 
awarded in two categories: 1) Student member prize: 
member for at least 12 months prior to publication 
date and publication or acceptance date within 12 
months of graduation if not current student; 2) Full 
member prize: member for at least 12 months prior 
to publication date.

To be eligible for these prizes you must send 
announcements of recently published papers to the 
ASPAB Webmaster and identify whether you belong to 
the student (proof will be required) or full member 
category. A judging committee will convene annually 
to judge the quality, significance and impact of all 
nominations; further supporting information may 
be sought from short-listed nominees as necessary. 
The judging committee reserves the right to not 
award the prizes in any year. Past winners of the 
publication prize are not excluded from applying in 
subsequent years.

Judging Criteria

Publication in high impact, ISI-ranked, peer-•	
reviewed journals

Published research is creative and innovative •	
in its approach to the questions of interest.

Published research is likely to advance the •	
theory or methodological approach to the 
area of interest.

Published research may be rapidly •	
incorporated into informing public policy 
extending impact beyond the scientific 
community.

We encourage all members to nominate for these 
prizes by sending details of your 2009 publications 
to Erasmo Macaya Erasmo.Macaya@vuw.ac.nz.  The 
judging committee will convene in March 2010 to 
assess nominations.

Website

I think you will all agree that the revamped website 
that Erasmo has created and is regularly updating 
looks fantastic!  Please continue to supply Erasmo 
with information to populate the website:

Job opportunities•	
Conferences of interest to ASPAB •	
members
Research stories•	
News items•	

Photos•	
Nominations for the publication prize etc•	

www.aspab.org

Newsletter

As well as a revamped website, we have also been 
privileged with a revamped newsletter. Kyatt Dixon is 
doing a magnificent job producing our newsletter twice 
a year with some novel new segments such as the phyc 
crossword and phycuisine!  Our thanks to Kyatt.  Members 
are encouraged to keep the stories and info flowing to 
Kyatt for inclusion in subsequent newsletters.

ASPAB list

The ASPAB list (maintained by Judy Broom) is now the 
main avenue for communication between the Executive 
committee and the membership.  It is also being used 
increasingly by members to communicate with other ASPAB 
members.  New members be sure to subscribe if you want 
to keep informed.  Information on how to subscribe is on 
the website.
Queries about the list should be directed to Judy.broome@
otago.ac.nz

ASPAB conferences

Firstly I would like to congratulate the organising committee 
of the 2008 Asia Pacific Phycological Forum in Wellington 
of which ASPAB and the APPA were the joint hosts.  This 
conference was very well attended by people from all 
over the Asia Pacific and beyond, leading to a vibrant and 
interesting conference.  The social programme did not 
disappoint delegates either!

Secondly I would like to again acknowledge the great effort 
that Robyn South and Posa Skelton put in to organising a 
conference that was planned to be held in Fiji in November 
last year.  It was with regret that the Executive Committee 
decided to relocate the conference to Townsville because of 
the unstable political situation in Fiji and the implications 
for delegates attending the conference.

And thirdly I would again like to thank Kirsten Heimann, 
Rocky De Nys and their organising team for taking on the 
hosting of last year’s conference in Townsville at relatively 
short notice.  I am sorry that I could not be there to join in 
on what I am sure was a fantastic conference.

Notecards
Thanks to all members who submitted images for our 
notecard collection and to Martina Doblin for organising 
their production.  The notecards were launched at the 
ASPAB 09 conference in Townsville and are available for 
purchase by contacting Martina:     
martina.doblin@uts.edu.au  They look fantastic!
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Treasurer’s Report - Australian 
chapter
Joanna M Jones

With fewer members our income dropped this year 
and we spent much of it on student grants, as we 
should. Expenditure went seriously into the red 
because we made a substantial contribution to 
the APPF meeting in Wellington in support of the 
New Zealand Chapter which had lost funds it had 
expected to be able to use. The conference did 
make a profit but that remains in New Zealand. 
Fortunately interest on the term deposit allowed 
us to break almost even, overall. On the other 
hand one of the students given grants has not yet 
cashed the cheque – that would have put us firmly 
in the red.

In February 2008 the deposit account was 
reinvested for 12 months at 3.80%, around half 
last year’s rate. 

Next year funds may be tighter because 
retirees now pay less and the interest rate is lower. 
Nevertheless, although ‘the red’ is an anathema to 
treasurers, I think that we should support students 
even if it means another deficit.

Membership

Paid-up members were as follows:

2003/4 2004/5 2005/6 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9

Full 40 44 43 44 48 44

Student 5 7 15 22 24 16

Total 45 51 58 66 72 60

2007/8 2008/9
REVENUE

Dues - full members 1,716.00 1,320.00
Dues - student members 286.00 231.00
Interest on current account 63.69 15.22
Conference profit 0.00 0.00*

EXPENDITURE

Incorporation fees 38.00 39.70
FASTS 275.08 300.00
Representative to FASTS & 
Science meets Parliament 839.70 0.00

Website 166.80 0.00
Student grants and prizes 1,653.50 1,334.00
Conference 0.00 2,968,93

---------- ----------
2,973.00 4,642.00
---------- ----------

Surplus -907.39 -3,076.41

Assets Statement

CURRENT ASSETS

Current Account 9,743.50 6,667.09
Commomnwealth Bank term 
deposit 37,295.14 40,152.67

---------- ----------
47,038.64 46,152.67

---------- ----------

Total increase 617.34 -218.99

*held in New Zealand

Income and expenditure statement (1/7/08 - 30/6/09)
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Treasurer’s Report - New Zealand 
chapter
Tracy Farr

As previously reported (March 2009), the New Zealand 
chapter underwent a turnaround on many fronts during 
2008 calendar year. Control of a small portion of the 
chapter’s finances was handed over to the current 
committee in May 2008, but with a lack of an accounting 
papertrail. It was subsequently revealed that the New 
Zealand chapter’s nest egg had been misappropriated, 
and the majority of our funds lost to us; this was discussed 
at the Annual General Meeting in November 2008.

Our accounting record therefore only extends back to 
May 2008 when the current committee members gained 
control of the remaining finances. The 2008/09 year, 
therefore, represents the first full financial year under 
the current committee. This financial report is an update 
from the mid-year report (March 2009).

2008/09 saw a tripling in membership for the New Zealand 
chapter, as well as a good profit from the Vth APPF in 
Wellington in November 2008. Profit of $6,612.54 from 
the conference was received in March 2009. From this 
profit, the Vth APPF organising committee was contracted 
to pay a proportion of registration fees to the parent 
association, APPA, and so a payment of $3,020 was made 
in April 2009 to cover this requirement. Nett profit from 
the conference was $3,592.54.

We note with grateful thanks the assistance of the 
Australian chapter in providing funds towards the Vth 
APPF in November 2008, to cover the shortfall left by 
the misappropriation of funds. This money was paid 
directly into the APPF conference accounts, and so does 
not appear in this balance sheet. It effectively met the 
cost of travel assistance paid to students and early career 
scientists to attend Vth APPF in Wellington.

The New Zealand chapter holds a single account, at 
present. It is a Society Current Account which attracts no 
fees, but nor does it pay interest; three signatories are 
nominated, with two required to sign for any withdrawals. 
With a larger amount in the account, the local committee 
will consider placing this in an interest-earning account.

Tracy Farr
6th November 2009

Income and Expenditure Statement
(full year 2008/09, plus year-to-date6th November 

2009)

REVENUE
2007/8 2008/9 2009/10
(part year, 
May – 
June 2008)

(full year, 
to 30 Jun 
2009)

(part year, 
to 06 Nov 
2009)

Dues – full members 180 600 330
Dues – student members 70 130 70
Dues – unwaged members 0 0 10
Interest on current account 0 0 0
Conference profit 0 6,612.54 0

----------- ----------- ------------
250 7,342.54 410

EXPENDITURE
Student grants or prizes 0 60 0
Bank fees 0 0 0
Conference expenses 0 0 0
Conference dividend to 
APPA

0 3,020.00 0

Officers’ expenses 0 0 0
0 3,080.00 0

----------- ----------- ------------
Surplus 250 4,262.54 410

Assets Statement

CURRENT ASSETS

Current Account (ASB) 1,813.12 6,075.66 6,485.66
----------- ----------- ------------

TOTAL: 1,813.12 6,075.66 6,485.66
----------- ----------- ------------

TOTAL increase 250 4,262.54 410

2007/8 2008/9 2009/10

Full 6 23 17

Student 5 7 11

Honorary life member 1 1 1

Unwaged (retired) - - 1

Total 12 37 30

Membership

Paid-up members as follows (2009/10 members as at 
06 Nov 2009):
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Sutinee Sinutok

University of Technology Sydney, Department 
of Environmental Sciences; C3 - Plant 
Functional Biology and Climate Change 
Cluster

The 2010 ASPAB conference first interested me 
when I saw the flyer advertising the meeting 
in Townsville. As an international PhD student 
from Thailand based in the Plant Functional 
Biology and Climate Change Cluster at The 
University of Technology Sydney, under the 
supervision of Prof. Peter Ralph, Dr Martina 
Doblin and Dr Ross Hills, I figured that this 
conference would be a good opportunity to 
attend my first international conference and 
present the preliminary results of my PhD 
project titled “The effect of light intensity on 
photosynthetic efficiency and calcification in 
the reef building species Halimeda”. This work 
is a physio-ecological study investigating the 
photosynthetic performance of Halimeda in 
different irradiances which will allow me see 
how Halimeda response to the high and low 
light intensity. 

There was also an icebreaker activity and a fantastic dinner, 
both providing students like myself ample opportunity 
to make contact with other scientists, researchers and 
students. This conference not only allowed me to learn 
and broaden my phycological knowledge but also provided 
valuable ideas and comments to improve my project. 
Thank you ASPAB and see you next time!

My first ASPAB conference: Townsville 2009

Sutinee (left) and other delegates (center right) take a tour 
of the aquaculture facililties at James Cook University, 
Townsville. Photos: S. Sinutok.

ASPAB 2009 was held at Rydges Southbank, 
Townsville on 9-12 November 2010 and 
consisted of three main interesting sessions: 
biofuels; bioremediation; and biomass; as 
well as a PAM –fluorometry workshop and a 
tour of the Aquaculture facilities at James 
Cook University and the JCU-MBD Microalgal 
Biodiesel Research Facility. 

Delgates sit down to an afternoon tea including Caulerpa racemosa served with 
grated coconut, lime juice and soy sauce. Photos: S. Sinutok.

Kirsten Heimann (upper and lower left) leads a tour of the Photo-Bioreactor 
(upper right) at the JCU-MBD microalgal biodeisel research facility. A bucket 
of “sea-grapes” (Caulerpa racemosa), an unassuming delicacy.
Photos: S. Sinutok.
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Emeritus Winthrop Professor D. I. Walker
Honorary Life Member, Australasian Society for 
Phycology and Aquatic Botany
Senior Honorary Research Fellow, School of Plant 
Biology, University of Western Australia
diwalker@cyllene.uwa.edu.au

“I do not know what I may appear to the world, but to 
myself I seem to have been only playing on the sea-
shore, and diverting myself in now and then finding 
a smoother pebble or a prettier shell than ordinary, 
whilst the great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered 
before me.’ Isaac Newton

This article reflects on my joy in marine photosynthetic 
life on earth and the opportunities science has allowed 
me. From my first dive in the Irish Sea (4 °C!!), through 
my PhD research in the Red Sea, to exploring the West 
Australian coastline, I have enjoyed all aspects of the 
marine flora.  I have also been very fortunate in my 
mentors and colleagues. I feel extremely honoured that 
the Society has made me an Honorary Life Member.
Jo Kain Jones was my Honours supervisor at Port Erin , Isle 
of Man (University of Liverpool), and as an undergraduate 
student, I was amazed that she actually went diving and 
published papers, which didn’t seem to me that common 
then amongst other academics.  I was very fortunate.

I first came to Australia in mid January 1982, leaving the 
UK when it was –22 °C, and travelling to Heathrow in 
freezing fog. Thatcher’s Britain had no jobs for young 
scientists, and having finished my PhD on algal turfs, 
after 14 months in the Red Sea in Jordan, I was keen to, 
as playwright Willy Russell so eloquently put it in his play 
Shirley Valentine, “drink wine in a country where the 
grapes are grown”. Not to mention escaping the drizzle 
and the cold!

I came to my first job, a one year post-doc, in 1982, to 
work in Shark Bay with my first boss, Professor Arthur 
McComb, at the University of Western Australia.  He 
was and still is an inspiring scientist, a great mentor and 
friend, and Shark Bay an outstanding environment, now a 
World Heritage Property, in which to work. 
In those first few months of 1982, I also acquired an 
exceptional dive buddy, co-researcher and friend in 
now Professor Gary Kendrick, who later returned from a 
Masters at University of British Columbia, to become my 
first PhD completion.

Life in the (sea)weeds and (sea)grasses

Some of you also know Dr Hugh Kirkman, ex CSIRO. 
When I got to Perth, Hugh told me that it would 
need an 8 ft gorilla to work up in Shark Bay and 
get anything done.  That comment turned into a 
standing joke between Gary and I.  When something 
was easy, like malleting star pickets on a snorkel in 
4 m depth of water was described as “a 2 ft gorilla 
job” and on difficult days, “a 10 ft gorilla wasn’t 
enough”. Fighting seasnakes off transect lines and 
keeping them out of our goody bags was the least 
of our interesting encounters.  In those pre-GPS and 
pre-satellite imagery days, it was sometimes just as 
well health and safety legislation didn’t exist!

That one year postdoc turned into two and a half 
years, and then in 1984, I got a Marine Science and 
Technology Grant Scheme grant to support three 
years of research on the seagrass Amphibolis (the 
Society’s logo) on Rottnest Island – it was a lot closer, 
quicker and easier to get to than Shark Bay.  It was 
interesting on the days in summer when people 
would ask if I’d had a good picnic on Rottnest when 
I got back mid afternoon after two dives, having put 
the boat in the river at 5 am to beat the seabreeze 
back from Rottnest. 

Of course, the algae on Rottnest were irresistible, 
and one of the MSTGS grants was to work on them.  
John Huisman was available and looking for work so 
we used the grant to monograph the algae.  As John 
reminded me when his book of Australian seaweeds 
came out, I lent him my underwater camera, with 
which he took his first underwater photographs, and 
aren’t we glad he was hooked?

Di at the 2009 ASPAB conference in Townsville.
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In 1983, I went to my first ASPAB conference in 
Melbourne.  After my talk on Amphibolis in Shark Bay, 
the late, lamented Sophie Ducker demanded in her 
Germanic style that I carry out reciprocal transplants 
of Amphibolis from Victoria to Shark Bay.  I didn’t 
feel like trying to explain that I didn’t think that 
was very ethical, not to mention the difficulties of 
keeping plants alive en route!  

After 5 years, as a post-doc, I’d explored other 
universities in Australia, which seemed not to be as 
asset rich as UWA. I was ready for a big change, so 
in 1987, I applied for and was offered a job in the 
Antarctic.  I was supposed to be giving the opening 
Plenary talk at the International Phycological 
Congress at the same time as I would have been in 
the Antarctic, so I declined to take that position 
– but had no other work lined up. But the Botany 
Department at UWA advertised for a “lower plant 
person” to replace GG Smith who had just retired.  I 
applied and was offered the lectureship.

It is now 28 years on, and with lots of help, I’ve 
produced over 100 publications in international 
refereed journals, 17 book chapters, 9 books, 40 
technical reports, and numerous popular articles; 
supervised 25 Ph D students (1 current), 7 masters 
students (1 current) and 33 honours students.  I’ve 
co-ordinated big teams, and big budgets, to try to 
tackle difficult marine problems. I’ve been Head of 
Department, and I’ve tried to make a difference.  I 
have also had a great deal of fun.
 

Progress: 
We are still trying to come to grips with the seagrass 
conundrum of extreme diversity and abundance in the 
low nutrient Australian waters, and the role of physical 
verses biological forcing in our coastal environments. 
Environmental concerns now have a place in 
mainstream public opinion.  Seagrass is now much 
better recognised, Seagrass Watch has involved lots of 
volunteers.  Our understanding of all photosynthetic 
organisms has been enhanced by molecular tools.  

Challenges:
Taxonomic challenges still need addressing and we 
are losing taxonomists; skills are lost, as taxonomists 
retire and their skill base is not being passed on. 
Maintaining careers (and enthusiasm!) is a long struggle 
in the difficult funding environment. Changes to diving 
regulations will make it more difficult to be underwater, 
Occupational Health and Safety regulations mean more 
time spent filling out forms. Employers and granting 
agencies are passing all responsibilities down the 
line so everything takes more time, cost and effort. 
The challenge will be to maintain the excitement of 
underwater science in the face of the above.

Perseverance is the name of the game – and yes, I’ve 
been fortunate in where my choices have lead.
Many friends have asked in a bemused voice what I 
am going to do with myself, now I am retired. I am 
still a member of the Western Australian Marine 
Parks and Reserves Authority, and will continue to try 
to get our wonderful marine environment on to our 
politicians’ agendas.  I have recently been appointed 
to the Australian World Heritage Advisory Committee, 
continue to chair the Scientific Advisory Committee 
for the Shark Bay World Heritage Property, and have 
just been invited onto the Victorian Science Leaders 
Panel (SLP), and the Research and Science Advisory 
Committee (RSAC) for the Seagrass and Reefs Program 
for Port Phillip Bay. I am still supervising a couple of 
students, trying to write papers, and finishing off a 
book on Shark Bay with Dr Elizabeth Rippey.  I will have 
to learn how to choose wisely and say no gracefully. 
That might be the biggest challenge.

Di (left) relaxing at Two Peoples Bay in southern WA with (from 
left) Gary Kendrick (UWA), Nuria Marba (Mallorca, Spain) and 
Thomas Boll Kristensen (University of Southern Denmark).
Photo: Marion Cambridge.
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Gabriel Shaw, 

University of Technology, Sydney

In January – February 2010, I participated alongside 
my honours supervisor, Martina Doblin, in a research 
voyage on board the Southern Surveyor, Australia’s 
ocean research vessel. The search for invisible but 
highly abundant and diverse microalgae within the 
surface waters of the ocean was both interesting and 
exciting.  The thought of living on a boat with 24 other 
people, all hunting the same ‘white whale’ was a very 
foreign but intriguing notion.  

A voyage into the Tasman in search of algae

in the routine of the voyage and reminded me that 
the Southern Surveyor was sailing in Nitrogen-limited 
water (Trichodesmium is a cyanobacterium that fixes 
atmospheric nitrogen).  Up until then, we had found 
little to no color on the filter papers, which meant 
phytoplankton biomass was low.  After this exciting 
find, there were several days of late nights and early 
mornings sampling water along a southward transect 
before we got word of a coccolithophorid bloom 
further south.  This time the bloom was only evident 
through the greenish colour of the water, and by in 
situ fluorometry which determined the Chlorophyll-a 
maximum was at a depth of ~20 – 30 meters.  Day 1. Gabriel (right) and Martina leaving Sydney Harbour, Hobart 

bound. Photo: A. Navidad

Phytoplankton and their productivity in the ocean was 
on the scientists’ minds and only exacerbated by the 
amount of filtering and PAM-ing that occurred during 
the voyage. [PAM-ing, for those that don’t know, is 
using a Pulse Amplitude Modulated fluorometer to 
examine the photosynthetic efficiency of algae.] After 
a few days of repeated water processing and getting 
to know the ropes, we came across a small bloom… 
Somewhere around 30° 0’S 165° 0’E, the Southern 
Surveyor happened upon a Trichodesmium bloom 
which looked a lot like a slick of effluent surrounding 
the boat.  We sampled the bloom and tried to isolate 
cells for maintaining in culture, as well as filter the 
water to measure other parameters. The cell density 
was high, so this resulted in hours of filtering and the 
realisation that the culture medium I had spent two 
days making was not on the boat, but tucked away 
in a fridge at UTS!  After some quick thinking we 
decided to spike the culture bottles with nitrogen and 
phosphorus to try and keep the cells alive until we got 
back to the lab.  This exciting find allowed for a break 

Trichodesmium bloom. Photo: K. Petrou.

Between work and sleep 
I found some time to play 
cards, read books and 
socialise with the crew 
and scientists allowing 
a break from the long 
work hours. The frequent 
sightings of dolphins, 
whales and numerous 
sea birds provided 
another break from the 
sometimes ‘tough work’ 
of collecting and filtering 
algae.  

The voyage was almost over, the algae had been fixed 
and the last goodbyes to the dolphins and whales 
said…  As we slowly cruised into Hobart after a long 
24 day voyage, it was sad to see civilization again. The 
buildings, cars and people… when all I had known for 
the previous weeks were my friends on board, oh, and 
of course the algae!

Lowering the Trace metal rosette 
with attached Niskin bottles. 
Photo: A. Navidad
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Joe Zuccarello
Victoria University of Wellington

In our continued search to understand the diversity and 
biogeography of mangrove algae (mostly Bostrychia and 
Caloglossa spp.) John West and I went to the Pacific coasts 
of El Salvador, Guatemala and southern Mexico (Chiapas) 
in early March 2009. 

Joe enjoying some time in the mangroves of the Americas.
Photo: J. West.

Our previous collections suggested that diversity in 
the Pacific, especially of Bostrychia radicans was low, 
although in South America diverse genotypes are found. 
But as we have shown time and again, increased sampling 
changes all of your ‘published’ hypotheses. So what is 
the diversity in southern Central America? Where is the 
genetic transition between the low-diversity north and 
high-diversity south? 

We had some very long days of driving with our 
collaborator Francisco Pedroche (pictured below) 
from Mexico City to the southern end of El 
Salvador and then collected along the coast on the 
way back. Collections were good, and preliminary 
results are encouraging (diversity does increase 
with increased sampling (doh!), genotypes found 
in the Pacific are also found in the Atlantic, the 
Isthmus connection!). We really need to increase 
sampling further south (Costa Rica, Panama). 
Anyone got money!

Francisco Pedroche processing the collections.
Photo: G. Zuccarello.

Triumph! Mangrove pneumatophores covered with algae.
Photo: G. Zuccarello.

West and Zuccarello conquer the Americas

ASPAB Prize for Publication 
Excellence

Don’t forget to send in your nominations for 
the ASPAB Prize for Publication Excellence, 
intended to acknowledge outstanding 
contributions by our members made to 
phycology and aquatic botany. You can 
nominate your own papers or those of other 
members.  See our website for details: 
http://aspab.org/publprize.htm
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C. Fred Gurgel
The National Herbarium of South Australia, Adelaide.

This report describes the experience and thoughts of Fred 
Gurgel on his participation in ‘Science Meets Parliament 
2009”.

I’d like to start by saying that my participation in ‘Science 
Meets Parliament’ (SmP) was a wonderful experience 
and a fantastic opportunity that allowed me to mature 
professionally. It improved all aspects of my research 
by helping change the way I think, and exercising and 
cementing what were once only ideas and theories. It 
also improved the way I describe my work, a skill very 
helpful when writing grant proposals.  It was (and is) a 
mind opening experience. Any researcher attending this 
meeting will benefit tremendously, from the graduate 
fresh out of their PhD to the most seasoned academic. 
Moreover, ASPAB will benefit tremendously from every year 
sending at least one representative. SmP is probably the 
best venue to help researchers understand and practice 
how to translate basic science to social-economic values, 
and to engage with the highest levels of policy-making 
and government. If you have ever applied for a category 1 
grant (e.g., ARC, FRDC, ABRS) you know how important it 
is to describe the national and socio-economic benefits of 
your research. If you have not yet done so, participating 
in SmP will certainly expand your proficiency. To do it 
properly is a skill that most scientists around the world 
often lack and is rarely taught in lower and higher 
education degrees. SmP is the best venue to build such 
expertise because it is a hands-on true experience, the 
one that really makes the difference when learning a new 
or underdeveloped competence.

I remember clearly from our APSAB 2007 annual meeting 
at Warrnambool, that during the AGM we engaged in 
serious discussions about our frustrations with respect to 
the lack of social and political penetration of our society.  
We were asking ourselves what we could do to increase 
our exposure and life impact. I also remember Mr. Leon 
Loftus’ contributions to the discussions which basically 
pointed out to our naivety and lack of: organization, self-
investment, business case and vision, to name a few. I 
even remember someone suggesting the idea for ASPAB 
to hire a ‘public relations’ person to help promote the 

Science Meets Parliament 2009

society.  Perhaps ASPAB as a society has not been 
organized enough to obtain the benefits of a united 
association? Anyway, SmP as a venue and opportunity 
to increase political awareness of the activities of 
our society that existed all along, and I wonder why 
this was not raised during the 2007 meeting?  Every 
year ASPAB pays membership to FASTS and yet have 
we sent representatives to SmP in previous years? 
As a newcomer to ASPAB I can only wonder who 
was the last person to go to Canberra and raise 
the ASPAB profile in the Australian political arena. 
When was the last time it happened? For all those 
who did not forget our conversations last year, SmP 
is a perfect venue for ASPAB to increase its national 
and social engagement in Australia. SmP is not 
about politics only, it is also a great event to learn 
about, and network with, a wide range of experts, 
research institutions, academia, media industry, 
lobby agencies, and government (both house of rep 
and senate, and their staff). SmP is a scientific and 
academic event of national caliper, not just a 10 
minute meeting between you and a couple of elected 
politicians. Policy announcements, consultations, 
invitations to visit labs and attend conferences, 
discussions of local (state) and national issues over 
a range of past, present and future environment and 
scientific issues were widespread. Our engagement 
will come from building solid and wide relationships 
with these people which, by tradition and as far 
as I know, has not been the usual strength of 
phycologists.

I urge ASPAB to make our participation in SmP a 
regular annual occurrence (whether we can afford 
financial aid for our delegates or not). I strongly 
advise that ASPAB should hold previous strategic 
discussions on issues selected representatives take 
to Canberra. These meetings can happen during our 
annual meetings or via email during the year. ASAPB 
representatives should stand for our society, not 
for the interests of their own laboratories and/or 
private research endeavors.

During SmP each participant is expected to write 
a one-page statement describing their message for 
the parliamentarian(s). These statements are given 
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to politicians during scheduled meetings. I also 
strongly suggest that from now on each participant 
publish their statement in the ASPAB newsletter 
so that we all know what message was delivered 
during SmP (see mine below). These statements can 
be pre-written using discussions and contributions 
from our entire society prior to each SmP as well. 
This way we know a priory and have a consensus 
about what we all want to see delivered in Canberra 
every year.

SmP starts long before the actual meeting. 
Preparation is vital. FASTS also try to match each 
society representative to specific parliamentarians 
according to both their electorate and interests or 
expertise (e.g., defense technology, new sources 
of energy, environment and climate change, etc.) 
so picking the right person to send, electorate and 
state is critical too. It is worth contacting FASTS 
to inquire into particular meeting assignments 
too. Additionally, research into the background 
of whom you will be meeting is paramount. I 
believe that a well planned participation in terms 
of representative and message to be delivered 
will undoubtedly maximize our contributions and 
outcomes. However, this will only be achieved if 
the society is willing to actively pursue this goal.

I hope ASPAB sees this event as a great opportunity 
to augment its strength, socio-political participation 
and voice into Australian society. Do not hesitate to 
contact me if you need further information.

Best regards,

Fred Gurgel

To better understand what SmP is, I pasted below 
an excerpt of this year’s guidelines:

Science meets Parliament has been an annual event 
since 1999. Its broad objectives of are to:
• provide a stimulating professional development 
experience giving participants insights into 
political, policy and Parliamentary processes and 
rationalities.
• stimulate and inform Parliamentarians about how 
science contributes to and informs public policy.

It is important to understand that SmP is not a lobbying 
event. To be blunt, it is naïve to think that any of the 
meetings that take place during SmP will, in and of 
themselves, cause major changes to funding or policy. 
They won’t. SmP is much better understood in strategic 
terms as a science communication and science awareness 
event. SmP can and does play an important and subtle 
role in the advocacy process as it addresses, with 
concrete examples, one of the most important foundation 
questions for all advocacy work: “What does Australia 
gain from the public investment in science?”

Another way to think about this is Governments are 
both funders and users of research. In higher education, 
innovation and science circles there is usually a tendency 
to focus heavily on Government as funder – doubling ARC/
NHMRC; more fellowships; full costs of research; R&D 
tax concessions etc. However, the focus of Science Meets 
Parliament is to highlight issues where Governments are 
users of research or are concerned that there are good 
processes to ensure industry and communities can readily 
access and use science and research.

Fred’s statement:

Science meets the Parliament
March 18th 2009

Australasian Society for Phycology (Seaweeds) 
and Aquatic Botany

Increasing Political Awareness With Regards 
To Seaweeds And Climate Change Research

Good day. My name is Dr. Frederico Gurgel, I am a 
marine botanist from the University of Adelaide, the 
SA Department for Environment and Heritage (SA State 
Herbarium, Plant Biodiversity Centre) and SARDI, the 
South Australia Research & Development Institute – Aquatic 
Sciences (a 3-party joint appointment). I am conducting 
research on the biodiversity, molecular biology and the 
impacts of global climate change on seaweeds.

First of all, I’d like to enlighten that Australia holds the 
biggest biodiversity of seaweeds (algae) in the world 
and within Australia, South Australia holds the biggest 
biodiversity of seaweeds in the country. Seaweeds are 
key ecological and structural components of the majority 
of coastal marine ecosystems, acting as the basis and 
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main link to the food chain, providing oxygen, food and 
habitat for thousands of animals and, consequently, 
sustain the fishery industry in Australia. Particularly in 
coral reefs, calcareous seaweeds play a major role in the 
establishment and maintenance of reef’s superstructure 
by being the principal cementing agents of all tropical 
reefs in the world.  In addition, calcareous seaweeds alone 
become the primary reef builder in temperate, deepwater 
or wave-exposed habitats. As such calcareous seaweeds 
often conduct a more important role in reef growth 
and maintenance than corals do. Without calcareous 
seaweeds, Australian iconic coral and temperate reefs, 
and the billion dollar industries they support annually 
(e.g., tourism and fisheries) would not exist! As a result, 
seaweed study should be a national priority.

Recent scientific evidence shows that calcified seaweeds 
are the most sensitive organisms, hence the best early 
warning bio-indicators, to the effects of global climate 
change on costal marine ecosystems (e.g., ocean 
acidification). In this scenario, holding the biggest 
biodiversity of seaweeds in the world is, at the same 
time, a blessing and a curse. Blessing because our rich 
biodiversity makes us the best country in the world to 
study the effects of climate change in costal marine 

ecosystems. A curse because it is our responsibility and a 
considerable scientific task to ensure our vast biodiversity 
is conserved and protected from threats associated to 
global climate change processes.

How can parliamentarians help?
1.  Help increase political support to seaweed research 

nationwide, particularly in South Australia.
2.  Support an Australian DNA barcode program, which 

currently is the most powerful approach to assess true 
levels of seaweed biodiversity (i.e., we need to know 
what we have and how to identify them before we 
know how to protect them).

3.  Support the Australian-node of the Australasian Society 
for Phycology (i.e. the study of algae) and Aquatic 
Botany, which holds the best expertise in seaweed in 
the country.

For more information please contact:
Dr. Frederico Gurgel (seaweed researcher and member of 
the executive committee of the ASPAB).
The University of Adelaide
Email: fred.gurgel@adelaide.edu.au
Mobile: 0447716508

Phycuisine
Kyatt Dixon

This is a little recipe inspired by the New Brunswick Canucks during my time in the Great White North in 2007 
where Palmaria palmata (dulse) is wild harvested for food. Here in the south the Palmaria can be substituted 
for more accessible species such as Undaria pinnatifida, Ulva spp. and Porphyra spp. to name a few.

Dulse bread

Ingredients:
- 2 cups bread flour
- 1 tsp salt
- Tbsp olive oil
- 1 good tsp dried yeast
- about 1 cup warm water (maybe more)
- small handfull of finely chopped dulse

Method
Sift flour and salt into a large bowl and add the dry yeast. Stir dried ingredients with a butter knife and 
make a well in the middle. Add oil to about half of the warm water in a cup and pour into the well made in 
the dry ingredients. Cut with the butter knife and gradually add warm water until a soft dough is formed. 
Mix chopped dulse through dough. Place a tea-towel or plastic wrap over the bowl and place in a warm 
position to rise the dough for 30-40 mins. When risen, punch the dough with a floured fist and knead in ad-
ditional flour until dough becomes firmish. Place dough on a lightly oiled tray, shape and leave to rise for an 
additional 30 mins. Bake in a warm to hot oven until golden. Break it and love it!

Sympodially-branched dulse bread.
Photo: K. Dixon

Porphyra spp. are good local alternatives 
to Palmaria.  Photo: K. Dixon
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ASPAB Annual Conference 2010
15th -18th November 2010

Come to sunny Rottnest Island, Western Australia
15th -18th November 2010 at the Rottnest Country Club

Information on accommodation options, transport to the 

island, and many other aspects of visiting Rottnest, is 

available at  http://www.rottnestisland.com/en/pages/

Home.aspx

As Rottnest is an extremely popular destination, particularly 

during the summer months, accommodation should 

be booked by the end of April by calling the Central 

Reservations team, freecall 1800 111 111 (within WA only) 

or phone +61 8 9432 9111. Please mention that you are 

part of the ASPAB November booking, as accommodation 

has been reserved for the conference. If you have any 

problems with booking, please contact Bronwyn Pearson, 

Event Manager, on 08 9432 9351.

The beautifully rugged shores and cloudless skies of Rottnest Island. 
Paradise. Photo: Tom Wilson http://tmwilson.org

Invited guest Prof. Gary Saunders from the University of 

New Brunswick, Canada, will give a plenary lecture on the 

topic of algal biodiversity.

Registration and abstract submission will be available soon 

on the ASPAB website. Abstracts are due by 30th August 

2010. Details of abstract submission will be provided on the 

ASPAB web site: http://www.ASPAB.org or by contacting 

John Huisman (address below).

Travel support for student members will be available. 

Please contact the ASPAB Secretary, Dr Martina Doblin, 

for details [martina.doblin@uts.edu.au]. There will also be 

prizes for the best student presentations.

As accommodation is limited, members of ASPAB will have 

two weeks from the Newsletter announcing the conference 

before it is opened up to a wider audience via Algae-L. If you 

want to ensure your place, please book early.

Costings will be reasonable, certainly not excessive, and 

will be confirmed ASAP, but at this stage we cannot give a 

definite price.

Any questions please contact the conference organizers:

Di Walker [diwalker@cyllene.uwa.edu.au]

John Huisman [J.Huisman@murdoch.edu.au]

Kieryn Kilminster [Kieryn.KILMINSTER@water.wa.gov.au]

Rottnest Island is home to some of the best dive sites in Australia.
Photo: R. Dixon

Beneath the waves Rottnest hosts a diverse and enchanting marine 
flora, combining both tropical and temperate elements.
Photo: R. Dixon.

There will be 4 themed sessions:
 Phytoplankton and oceanography
 Progress in algal biodiversity
 Submerged angiosperms
 Interactions with environment
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2010 ASPAB Committee 
Just a couple of changes were made in Townsville 
to the composition of the ASPAB committee with 
all 2009 standing executive committee members 
being re-elected and two changes to the non-
executive committee. Thank you to Prue Francis 
(general member) and Jacqui Pocklington (student 
rep) for your generous contributions as members 
of the ASPAB committee. Replacing Prue and 
Jacqui are two new committee members, Alan 
Millar (general member) and Roger Huerlimann 
(student representative).
The committee is now:

Position Name email
President Alecia Bellgrove alecia.bellgrove@deakin.edu.au
Vice President Judy Broom judy.broom@stonebow.otago.ac.nz
Treasurer Joanna Jones jo@jokain.net
NZ Membership/Treasurer Tracy Farr t.farr@niwa.co.nz
Secretary Martina Doblin martina.doblin@uts.edu.au
Webmaster Erasmo Macaya erasmo.macaya@vuw.ac.nz
Newsletter editor Kyatt Dixon kyattdixon@gmail.com
Student representatives Roger Huerlimann roger.huerlimann@jcu.edu.au
General members Joe Zuccarello joe.zuccarello@vuw.ac.nz

Fred Gurgel Gurgel.Fred@saugov.sa.gov.au
Alan Millar Alan.Millar@rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au

Newly elected council member Alan Millar(front) with the now graduated 
Coogee Surf Rescue Certificate squad (2000-2009) that he trained.

Alan suited up and ready for work.

Roger in action at Orpheus Island, Queensland.
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ASPAB Notecards
NOW AVAILABLE! 

Check out these spectacular notecards showcasing some 
of our local macro- and micro-algae. Take a look at the 
full range at: http://www.aspab.org/notecards.htm. 

Diatom chain, Martina Doblin.

The Giant Kelp, Erasmo Macaya Horta.

Balliella, Kyatt Dixon.

Printed notecards.

For information about purchasing notecards, Australian 

members please contact Martina Doblin (martina.dob-

lin@uts.edu.au) and New Zealand members contact 

Tracy Farr (t.farr@niwa.co.nz).
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AUSTRALASIAN SOCIETY FOR PHYCOLOGY AND 
AQUATIC BOTANY 

APPLICATION FOR STUDENT TRAVEL GRANT TO ASPAB 
CONFERENCE

Student name: 

Are you a financial member of ASPAB? 

Student Supervisor: 

I _______________________________________________declare that the 

_________________________________________________is a student at 

            __________________________________ 

            Student Address: 

            Title of presentation: 

            Cost for attending conference (please attach photocopy of receipt): 

            (send this form to the ASPAB Conference organizing committee)
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AUSTRALASIAN SOCIETY FOR PHYCOLOGY AND 
AQUATIC BOTANY 

APPLICATION FOR STUDENT OVERSEAS TRAVEL GRANT 

Conference, Workshop, Herbarium, Laboratory 

Student name: 

Are you a financial member of ASPAB? 

Student Supervisor: 

I _______________________________________________declare that the 

_________________________________________________is a student at 

            __________________________________  

Signed:

Date:

Student Address: 
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Outline reasons why this travel grant is being requested (at least 250 
words) 

Title of presentations (Conference, Workshop): 

Herbarium/Laboratory to be visited: 

Dates of Conference, Workshop, Visit: 

Cost of travel (please attach photocopy of receipt): 

Return to, with all accompanying documentation, ASPAB secretary 
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MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL

(For all members and applicants. Please return with membership application or renewal)
Renewals are due 1 July

 (delete whichever does not apply) 

Name: Dr/ Ms/ Mr/ Mrs __________________________________________________________

Affiliation: ___________________________________________________________________

Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________

Country: __________________________ Postal Code: ___________________________

Preferred email address: _______________________________________________________

Tel: _____________________________ Fax: __________________________________

Signature of Applicant: ____________________________

Date: ____________________________

Current membership Fees:

AUSTRALIA       NEW ZEALAND
  (incl. GST)

       ABN 86 508 002 420

Full Member:        A$33    NZ$30
Student Member:       A$11    NZ$10
Retired Members:       A$11    NZ$10

AUS members, please send renewals to the ASPAB Treasurer, Dr. Joanna Jones jo@jokain.net

All other renewals should be sent to the NZ Convener, Tracy Farr ASPAB@niwa.co.nz


